
Name: 

Date: 

Class / Block:


Pick at least 5 songs from the list above, with at least two from each category (North and South). 
Complete a graphic organizer for each of the 5 songs you chose. Afterward, make sure to answer the 

general questions at the end. 


Song Song and Lyrics

Northern Songs

"Battle Cry of Freedom” By: George F. Root https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/civil-war-music-battle-cry-freedom

“May God Save the Union” By: G. Douglass 
Brewerton

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/civil-war-music-may-god-save-union

“Battle Hymn of the Republic” By: Julia Ward 
Howe

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/civil-war-music-battle-hymn-republic

“Marching Through Georgia” By: Henry Clay 
Work

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-
jtYT5COvU

Southern Songs

“Dixie”  By: Daniel Decatur Emmett https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/civil-war-music-dixie

“God Save the South” By: George H. Miles

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/civil-war-music-god-save-south


https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=s3d4SBVjgEs

“God Will Defend the Right” By: Uknown https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/civil-war-music-god-will-defend-right

“The Rebel Soldier” By: Unknown https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/civil-war-music-rebel-soldier

“The Bonnie Blue Flag” By: Harry McCarthy https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/civil-war-music-bonnie-blue-flag

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-war-music-battle-cry-freedom
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-war-music-may-god-save-union
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-war-music-battle-hymn-republic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-jtYT5COvU
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-war-music-dixie
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-war-music-god-save-south
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3d4SBVjgEs
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-war-music-god-will-defend-right
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-war-music-rebel-soldier
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-war-music-bonnie-blue-flag


Lyrics Music

Looking at the song. 

 

What people places and events are 
mentioned? Both specific and general.  

What do you notice about the tone of the 
song? (Tempo, Emotion, Catchiness, etc.)  

Responding to the song. 

 

What are your personal reactions to the 
lyrics?  

What emotions do you think this song is 
intended to produce? Why?  

Thinking about history.  

 

Why do you think the artist wrote this song? What makes you think that? 


Who do you think was the intended audience? 


Why is the music important to this song? 


What does this song tell you about life during this era? 
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Compare and contrast the purpose of songs during the Civil War and today. How are they similar / 
different? Give examples.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which of these songs was your favorite? Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can music help us understand history?   
 
 
 
 
 


